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XXX MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION. 

address by Professor James W. Bright, President of the 
Association, " Concerning the Unwritten History of this 
Association." [See p. xli.] 

After the address, the members of the Association were 
received by Mr. Theodore Marburg and by Mrs. Gaston 
Manly. 

FOURTH SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 81. 

The session began at 10.10 a. m. 

18. " Cynewulf and Alcuin." By Mr. Carleton F. Brown, 
of Harvard University. [See Publications, xviii, 2.] 

[A re-examination of the evidence for the dependence of Cynewulf in 
his Judgment Day description in the Elene (vv. 1277-1320) upon a similar 
description in Alcuin's De Fide Sanctce et Individual Trinitatis (Lib. in, 
Cap. 21). — A Iwenty-minute abstract.'] 

This paper was discussed by Dr. J. M. Garnett and Profes- 
sor J. W. Bright. 

The Auditing Committee reported that the Treasurer's 
report was found correct, and recommended its acceptance. 
The recommendation was adopted. 

The Committee on Place of Meeting recommended the 
acceptance of the invitation of the University of Michigan to 
meet a year hence in Ann Arbor. 

University of Michigan, 

Ann Abbob, December 23, 1902. 

In behalf of the authorities of this University, I beg to invite the 
Modern Language Association to hold their meeting a year hence at this 
place. We shall be most happy to furnish all facilities for the Society, and 
to give you a most cordial greeting. 

James B. Angell, President. 

The recommendation was adopted, and it was voted " that 
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the Central Division be cordially invited to meet with us in 
Ann Arbor." 

The Nominating Committee reported the following nomi- 
nations : 

President : George Hempl, University of Michigan. 
Secretary : C. H. Grandgent, Harvard University. 
Treasurer : H. C. G. von Jagemann, Harvard University. 

Executive Council. 

F. M. Warren, Yale University. 
H. C. G. Brandt, Hamilton College, 
Francis B. Gummere, Haverford College. 
John B. Henneman, University of the South. 
John M. Manly, University of Chicago. 
W. H. Carruth, University of Kansas. 
Walter D. Toy, University of North Carolina. 
Raymond Weeks, University of Missouri. 
Alcee Fortier, Tulane University of Louisiana. 

Pedagogical Section. 

President : F. N. Scott, University of Michigan. 
Secretary : W. E. Mead, Wesleyan University. 

Editorial Committee. 

C. H. Grandgent, Harvard University. 
Raymond Weeks, University of Missouri. 
Calvin Thomas, Columbia University. 
James W. Bright, Johns Hopkins University. 

The candidates nominated were elected officers of the 
Association for 1903. 

[The Executive Council subsequently elected the following 
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Vice-Presidents, to serve as members of the Executive 
Committee : 

John M. Manly, First Vice-President, 
W. H. Carruth, Second Vice-President, 
F. M. Warren, Third Vice-President.] 

On motion of the Secretary, it was voted : 

That the next volume of the Publications of the Association 
be dedicated to James W. Bright, as a token of gratitude for 
his great services. 

On motion of Professor F. N. Scott, it was voted, after 
discussion by Professors W. E. Mead, H. Collitz, H. A. Todd, 
O. F. Emerson, and A. M. Elliott : 

(1) That the Committee on Bibliography be instructed to 
prepare a list of American contributions to Modern Language 
Philology for the years 1901 and 1902, or, at the discretion of 
the Committee, for either one of these years. 

(2) That this list, when it is prepared, be printed in the 
Publications. 

(3) That the sum of $250 be appropriated from the treasury 
of the Association to meet the expense of preparation. 

(4) That the Committee be authorized to add to its members 
such other persons as may be needed to carry on this work. 

On motion of Professor F. M. Warren, it was voted : 

That the Modern Language Association of America author- 
ize its Secretary to draw on the Treasurer of the Association, 
for clerical or other assistance during the fiscal year 1903, the 
sum of $200, or such part thereof as the Secretary may find 
expedient. 

The reading of papers was resumed : 

19. "The Structure of Dante's Vita Nuova." By Dr. 
Kenneth McKenzie, of Yale University. [See Publications, 
xvin, 3.] 
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[The symmetrical arrangement of the lyrics in the Vita Nuova, pointed 
out by Prof. C. E. Norton in 1859, appears from a recently published letter 
to have been first noticed by Gabriele Eossetti about 1836. A discussion 
of the attempt made by Sig. M. Scherillo to overthrow the theory of sym- 
metrical arrangement, and an examination of the bearing of this theory 
on other problems connected with the Vita Nuova. — A ten-minute summary.] 

20. " The Authorship of the Paradoxe sur le Comidim." 
By Professor Adolphe Cohn, of Columbia University. 

[This paper is an examination and a- critique of the arguments by which 
Ernest Dupuy tries to prove that the Paradoxe in its present form was 
written, not by Diderot, but by his editor, Naigeon, and of the arguments 
in rebuttal of Dupuy's contention. — Twenty minutes.] 

This paper was discussed by Dr. A. Schinz and Professor 
F. M. Warren. 

21. " The Source of the Csedmonian Exodus." By Pro- 
fessor James W. Bright, of the Johns Hopkins University. 

[Junius entailed a misleading title to the Csedmonian poems, Paraphram 
Poeiica. The inheritance is still safe in the hands of ten Brink, who de- 
scribes " the paraphrases of the books of Genesis, Exodus, and Daniel." 
These poems represent selection and poetic treatment of typical scripture. 
They presuppose collective interpretation of scripture in relation to the 
central truth of each. It was for purposes of " service " that scripture was 
first thus significantly selected ; and it is in this liturgical procedure there- 
fore that we may reasonably expect to find the poet's themes. — A ten-minute 
summary.] 

22. " Classical Mythology in Shakespeare." By Dr. 
Robert K. Root, of Yale University. [See Yale Studies in 
English, xix.] 

[I. The Classical Mythology in Shakespeare is overwhelmingly Ovidian. 
Virgil is but slightly represented ; Greek authors not at all. II. Shake- 
speare gradually came to feel the insincerity of this mythology, first laugh- 
ing at it, then excluding it, later readmitting it in a more elevated form. 
III. From these facts we gain a new sort of evidence in questions of 
authenticity and chronology. — Twenty minutes.] 

This paper was discussed by Professors H. E. Shepherd, 
H. E. Greene, E. E. Hale, H. Wood, and Dr. M. W. Croll. 
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23. "A Tentative Generalization in English Syntax." By- 
Professor C. Alphonso Smith, of the University of North 
Carolina. 

[English syntax is essentially a syntax of short circuits. The laws of 
concord , if they operate at all, must operate at close quarters. Ours is 
syntactically an ear language. Syntactical relations do not span wide 
spaces. It is otherwise in Latin and Greek. Illustrations. — Fifteen 
minutes.'] 

This paper was discussed by Professors E. C. Armstrong, 
J. W. Bright, and E. E. Hale. 

At the close of the session, the members of the Association 
were hospitably entertained at the Woman's College of Bal- 
timore. 

FIFTH SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31. 

The Association began its fifth and last session at 3.20 p. m. 

24. "The Ceremonies incident to Fiangailles and E<pou- 
sailles in the French Romans d' Aventures." By Mr. F. L. 
Critchlow, of Princeton University. 

[I. A resume 1 of the conditions, ecclesiastical and political, of the times 
in which the Romans d' Aventures were written, with reference to nuptial 
ceremonial. II. Tutelage and the rites connected with engagement. 
III. Weddings ; the function of the Church in their celebration, and the 
festivities after the Church ceremonies. IV. The Ceremonies conducted 
by the priest at the bed-side and the donum matulinale. — A twenty minute, 
abstract] 

25. " Theatrical Conditions affecting Shakespeare's Tech- 
nique." By Professor Edward E. Hale, Jr., of Union 
College. [Printed in Modem Philology, I, 1.] 

[The paper exhibits the usage of Shakespeare in regard to the following 
theatrical conditions of the Elizabethan Stage and their influence upon his 
art: — 1. Material conditions. The Double Stage; the Balcony; the Trap- 
door ; the lack of Curtain ; the lack of Scenery ; the Character of Stage 
Costume; Special Properties (Hobby-horse, &c.) — 2. Dramatic condi- 
tions. The Prologue, Chorus, Epilogue; the Boy Actors in Female Parts; 
the Dumb Show ; Extempore Speeches and Comic Horse-play ; Sword and 
Buckler play ; Flourishes of Trumpets. — In general the paper endeavors 
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to separate out those parts of Shakespeare's plays, and those usages, which 
were temporal in character, and also to show how he turned to his own 
purpose the conditions which he found about him. — Twenty minutes.'] 

This paper was discussed by Professor H. E. Shepherd, Dr. 
J. W. Cunliffe, Dr. F. H. Sykes, and Professor F. M. Warren. 

26. "A Defense and Interpretation of the Ninth Book of 
Wolfram's Parzival." By Professor A. B. Faust, of Wes- 
leyan University. [To appear in Modern Philology, i, 2.] 

[The attempt will be made to answer the objections of Botticher, in Das 
Hohelied vom Ritterturn, Excurs, pp. 81-86, and Zeitschrift fur deutsches 
AHerthum, Bd. 45 (1901), pp. 149-152, with regard to faulty composition, 
incoherence of thought, etc., and then to give an interpretation of the 
author's meaning, emphasizing the distinct merits of the book as a literary 
masterpiece. — Twenty minutes.'] 

27. "Browning's Book." By Professor Charles W. 
Hodell, of the Woman's College of Baltimore. 

[A description of the " Book " from which Browning derived the story 
and the characters of The Ring and the Book. The "Book" is and always 
has been a unique copy. The transcript used is the first one that has come 
to America. — Fifteen minutes.] 

On motion of Professor E. E. Hale, it was 

Resolved, That this Association expresses its great pleasure in revisiting 
the City of Baltimore, and thanks most heartily the authorities of the 
Johns Hopkins University for the invitation extended. Sincere thanks 
are due also to the Woman's College of Baltimore, which opened its doors 
to us. We are glad to acknowledge the characteristic hospitality of Balti- 
more as exhibited in the cordial welcome offered by Mr. and Mrs. Brush , 
by Mr. Marburg, and by Mrs. Manly, by the Arundell Club, the Johns 
Hopkins Club, and the University Club. We desire particularly to record 
our appreciation of the genial kindneBS of Professor Gildersleeve. And for 
their efforts, which enabled the Association to enjoy all these and many 
other pleasant opportunities, we are most grateful to the Chairman and the 
other members of the Local Committee. 

On motion of Dr. J. M. Garnett, it was 

Resolved, That the Association conveys to its President, James W. Bright, 
its thanks for the courtesy and efficiency with which he has discharged 
the duties of his office. 

The Association adjourned at five o'clock. 



